Minutes of the Traffic & Transport & Environment Committee Meeting (TTE) held on 15 December 2025 at Saddleworth Civic Hall at 6:00pm

Present:	Cllr B Beeley (Chair), Cllr K Phillips (Vice Chair), Cllr S. Al-Hamdani Cllr H Bishop, Cllr J Garner, Cllr B Witt.

Paul Clegg (Dobcross Village Community), Paul Sykes (Scouthead & Austerlands Community).  Mrs T Rhodes (GGRA), Jeff Bayley (Delph Village Community).

Apologies:   Cllr E Adamson, Cllr A Marland, Cllr P Gaul, Cllr M Powell.

Absent: 	Cllr D Wall

1. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Al-Hamdani declared an interest under agenda item 5, Public Questions, in regard to Delph Library.


2. Minutes of the TTE Committee meeting held Monday 8th September 2025
The minutes were accepted and signed at the meeting by the Chair Cllr Beeley. Proposed Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr Beeley. 


3. Matters Arising

· Blocked Gullies
Cllr Bishop provided an update on the progress to date. The easy to clear gullies had all been completed. However, the OMBC Team are still to complete the more problematic ones.
The Road sweeping/Street cleaning progress was also discussed. Cllr Al-Hamdani advised the legal requirement was to respond to a report with safety implications within 12 hours, however, that did seem unreasonable. 
 
Action - It was agreed the Clerk would write to OMBC asking for an update on the blocked gullies and the road sweeping/cleaning progress.

· Bee Network bus 356
Cllr Garner advised the bus 356 route was now back on its normal route but they were keeping an eye on it 
· Speed Watch 
Cllr Al-Hamdani advised there had been over 80 warning letters sent out to drivers recorded at travelling at over 20mph with the hope this would be successful in slowing down traffic in Uppermill. 

· Traffic Issue Uppermill
Concerns about the narrowing of Station Rd, Uppermill, near the doctors. Priority signs to be requested.
Concerns at Boltons Yard, Uppermill, regarding the blind bend and disabled cars parking on the double yellow lines (permitted but sometime obstruction. Highways requested to look at the disabled parking in this area.  The 20mph speed limit is not being adhered to

Action - Cllr Beeley to follow up.

· Unadopted South Avenue, Greenfield, update 
Concerns raised over parking at school drop off and pick up times on this unadopted road.
Action - Cllr Bishop to follow up.

· Environment issue - New Large Bins
Concern was expressed that the new large bins need emptying more regularly particularly in hot weather. If they cannot be emptied more regularly, they need replacing with lidded bins. OMBC have said this is not possible. 
Another concern was raised that some bus drivers have been observed discarding their litter in Greenfield, Uppermill and Diggle rather than using the bins provided. 
Action – Clerk to write to TfGM regarding bus driver littering.

· Invasion of none natural species - River Tame
Waiting for further updates from Warren Andrew. Committee to monitor progress of this scheme

4. Correspondence
The deadline for consultation responses on the the Network Rail Stalybridge to Diggle route upgrade and Transport and Works Act Order (TWA Order) is 19th December 2025 and this was discussed.  
Cllr Al-Hamdani will ensure the Parish Council response is forwarded to the Clerk as soon as possible to ensure we meet the deadline.

5. Public Questions
· Inconsiderate parking Grains Rd, Delph
Mr Bayley shared his concern that residents are parking on both sides of the road causing constant bottle necks of traffic especially at the lower end near the village.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish would write to the residents in the first instance. It was suggested Highways be asked to investigate double yellow lines down one side of the road. It was agreed this would be a last resort.
Action – Clerk to write to residents asking for their cooperation in parking on just one side, the right, as you travel uphill from Delph. Mr Bayley will supply the house numbers. 

· Sightlines outside library, Delph
Mr Bayley spoke about his concerns regarding poor sightlines, reported previously to Highways, for cars pulling out onto Millgate from the bottom of Grains Road and Stoneswood Road. This was discussed and 3 way lights were suggested. 
Action – Clerk to contact Highways and request they meet with Councillors and Delph Community Association to assess and suggest possible solutions. 

· Footpath King Street, Delph
Mr Bayley advised pedestrians with poor mobility, using the footpath on King Street approaching Grains Road, have difficulty due to changes in the slope/camber of the pavement and this was discussed. The installation of a handrail was suggested 
Action – Clerk to ask Highways to inspect.



· Delph – Rainwater on Oldham Road A62
Mr Bayley advised concerns that during heavy rain, the water flows from fields between the wall of Stoneswood Care Home and the entrance to Stoneswood Farm. In cold weather this freezes. Unfortunately the rainwater washes any grit away and it creates a very dangerous surface. 
Action – Clerk to inform Highways of the Issue and request if they can provide a solution. 

· Covered entrance to Delph library
Mr Bayley advised that since the refurbishment of the library, excess rainwater flows into the paved area outside the door.  Cllr Al-Hamdani advised Millgate are taking on the library and is responsible for any repair works, but believes the repair works did not cause this problem
Action – Clerk to raise with Highways in the first instance. 

· Lydgate Crossroads – junction of Oldham Rd A669, Stockport Rd A6050 and Platting Rd. 
Mr Bayley raised concerns that the relatively new advisory road markings are not clear enough and are causing more issues. A map was shared of the crossroads and it was discussed. This has been a concern and reported many times due to safety issues. Mr Bayley suggested traffic lights. Cllr Al-Hamdani advised this had already been investigated and the modelling produced by Highways advised it would cause enormous queues of traffic and there have not been sufficient accidents or near misses reported for them to re visit this. Cllr Bishop suggested raised platforms. 
Action – It was agreed Mr Bayley would share a proposal at the next TTE meeting for further consideration. 

· Crossing of Platting Rd onto Stockport Rd, A6050, Lydgate
It was suggested the speed limit be reduced from 40mph to 30mph at Coverhill Road, and that two pedestrian crossings be installed. 
Action – Cllr Bishop to follow up and bring some recommendations to the next meeting. 

· Parking concerns Wellington Rd, Greenfield.
A member of the public spoke about his concerns about the increasing safety concerns due to HGVS, OMBC waste disposal wagons (on Tuesdays) and other vehicles parking illegally on the double yellow lines and pavements, causing obstructions, close to Hartley Botanic, as the company is unable to provide more off street parking. This was discussed. Cllr Bishop advised that the Parish Council Planning Committee had objected to the planning applications for the new housing developments on Wellington Road due to this very issue, but it had been granted by OMBC. 
Cllr Bishop also advised that a Road Traffic Order for restricting vehicles waiting times had been agreed in the current budget, and should be in place shortly. 
Cllr Al-Hamdani reminded residents that Highways are the responsibility of OMBC and not the Parish Council. 
Mrs Rhodes suggested there may be parking available at the old Donkeystones building. 
Action – Cllr Bishop to follow up with OMBC regarding the parking of the waste waggons when on breaks. 
Action - Clerk to contact Highways and ask them to inspect the area, to explore possible parking available at Donkeystones, and to suggest a solution to the issue. 

· Traffic Safety on Holmfirth Road, Greenfield.
A resident had raised concerns with the Parish Council as pheasants from the neighbouring landowner were flying over the Road, and she in fact had her windscreen damaged by one, it was a big safety concern. The Clerk explained she had already contacted Highways, but they advised pheasants were wild birds and were not able to offer a solution. Signage was discussed. Cllr Garner advised there was a pheasant warning sign, Cllr Al-Hamdani advised it must be an approved Highways sign. It was agreed there would need to be 2 signs on either side of the road. 
Action – Cllr Garner to send details of the signage to the Clerk who would write to the estate offering the Parish Council contribute towards the installation of these 4 warning signs on their land visible from the road.

6. New Concerns to report
Cllr Garner updated the meeting on the TRU (Trans Pennine Route Upgrade) and this was discussed. A request for a temporary Bailey bridge structure while the work is carried out and a request for the emergency services to be consulted regarding response times once the work begins, will also form part of the Parish Council’s consultation response.

7. Meeting Terms of Reference for approval
The original terms of reference for both Committees had already been merged and amended by the Clerk, and after some discussion it was agreed further input from the Committee was required. 
Action - The Clerk will send out the merged terms of reference for consideration and input, and this will be added to the agenda of the next meeting to finalise. 

8. Budget 2026-2027
The budget sheet had been shared prior to the meeting. After discussion, it was agreed the proposal would be:-
Code 412 Environmental Improvements	£150
(this would be used to offer funding towards the installation of the pheasant signage on the Crowther Estate).
Code 429 Bulbs and plants	£350
Budget proposed Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr Bishop and carried. The Clerk will now share this budget proposal with the RFO ready for the next finance meeting. 


9. [bookmark: _Hlk216862321]Summary Report & Policy Proposal Games Shooting Policy
This report, provided by Cllr Wall, had been shared prior to the meeting. Cllr Phillips provided a summary. After discussion it was agreed to bring this proposal from the TTE Committee to the next Full Council meeting on January 26 for consideration. Proposed Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr Garner, carried.
The Committee extended their thanks to Cllr Wall for all the work in preparing this excellent report and proposal. 

10. Solar Power Civic Hall – update
Cllr Garner advised the meeting on the progress so far; that we were awaiting proposals and quotes from 3 Solar Power Companies to be considered at the next meeting and it was discussed. Cllr Al-Hamdani advised there were some possible funding options available plus the option to take out a Public Works Loan at a lower interest rate than our current loan, which completes next year, and there would also be savings made on the utility bills to offset this. 

11. Items for the next agenda
· Terms of Reference
· Update on Summary Report & Policy Proposal Games Shooting Policy
· Update on Solar Panels 

Next meeting: Monday 16th March 2026 at 6pm 
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